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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) conditions in conducting
classroom action research of teachers in district non-formal and informal education
centers in Narathiwat province; (2) problems in conducting classroom action research
of the teachers; and (3) suggestions on encouraging the teachers to conduct classroom
action research.

The research sample consisted of 133 government employees classified
into voluntary teachers, pondok voluntary teachers and teachers in learning centers,
four teachers who were government officials, and four school administrators. The
employed data collecting instruments were a rating scale questionnaire with reliability
coefficient of .80 and an interview structure. The data were analyzed using the
percentage, mean, standard deviation, and content analysis.

Research findings were as follows: (1) the overall and by-aspect conditions
of conducting classroom research of teachers in district non-formal and informal
education centers in Narathiwat province were rated at the high level including the
aspects of planning, action, observation, and reflection; (2) as for problems of
conducting classroom action research, the problems in the planning aspect were the
following: the teachers’ lack of systematic planning, their lack of knowledge and
understanding in conducting classroom action research, and their lack of cooperation
and continuity in conducting classroom action research; problems in the action aspect
were the following: the teachers did not use innovations in developing the learners,
and the learners did not have time to learn like learners in the school system resulting
in discontinuity of conducting classroom action research; the problem in the
observation aspect was that the learners did not attend group activities as planned
which resulted in obstructing the observation of their behaviors; and problems in the
reflection aspect were the following: the teachers did not present and disseminate their
research findings, the teachers did not seriously apply findings from their research in
their instruction, and their research findings were not accepted; and (3) suggestions on
encouraging the teachers to conduct classroom action research were the following: the
school should organize a contest of classroom action research works, it should hold
in-service training on the correct process of conducting classroom action research for
the teachers, and it should encourage the teachers to actually apply findings from their
action research studies to solve instructional problems.

Keywords: Classroom action research, Non- formal and informal education
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