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Independent Study title: The Election Committee’s Inspection of the Qualifications
and Judgment of the Rights of People who Want to Run for
Local Council Member or Local Administrative Positions
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study concepts and theories related to
the organizations or individuals invested with the power to inspect prospective candidates for
local council member or local administrative positions and to decide if they possess the
necessary qualifications and should be given the right to run for election or not; 2) to study
and analyze problems with auditing the Election Committee’s use of its power to judge who
has the right to run for local elections in Thailand compared with the equivalent in other
countries; and 3) to recommend suitable approaches for revising laws related to the
approval of candidates who want to run for election for the position of local council
member or local administrator.

This independent study was a qualitative research based on research of related
documents, consisting of laws and rules of the Office of the Election Committee, related court
judgments or court orders, related textbooks, journal articles, research reports and theses, and
information from the Internet.

The results showed that in the Election Committee’s use of its power to judge the
qualifications and rights of prospective candidates who want to run for local council member
or local administrative positions, sometimes the Election Committee’s use of this power
impacted the rights or liberties of the prospective candidates in a way that cannot be
compensated. The author proposes that the principles for inspecting potential local
candidates’ qualifications and deciding whether or not they should be given the right to run
for election should be revised. The exact requirements and restrictions for eligibility should be
more clearly stated. It should be clearly stated in which cases the decision of the Election
Committee on a prospective candidate’s right to run for office is final and in which cases the
prospective candidate may appeal to the court if he or she disagrees with the decision.

Keywords: Right to run for office, local council, Local administrator, Election
committee
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