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Thesis title: Political Participation of Karen Hill Tribe People in Muang District, Chiang Rai

Province under the 1997 Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand
Researcher: SM 1 Woraphan Inbanya; Degree: Master of Political Science (Politics and Government);
Thesis advisers: (1) Dr. Rungpong Chaiyanam, Associate Professor; (2) Dr. Supim Sripanworasakul,

Associate Professor; (3) Thabanat Prom-in, Associate Professor ; Academic year: 2007

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) factors that affected political
participation; (2) the degree of political participation; (3) the relationships between personal, social,
- economic, and political factors and political participation; and (4) ways of promoting political
participation of Karen hilltribe people under the 1997 Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand.

The sample consisted of 330 Karen hilltribe people with Thai nationality with the age of
18 and over living in Maeyao and Doyhang Subdistricts, Muang District, Chiang Rai Province. Data
were collected by using a questionnaire and analyzed by using frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation and Chi Square.

The results showed that (1) factors affecting political participation were personal, social,
economic, and political factors. (2) The majority of the sample participated in local politics only to a
small degree. (3) Personal factors were not related to participation in local politics. The social factor, i.e.
attending village meetings, economic factors, i.e. monthly income, and political factors, i.e. the
affiliation with a political party, were related to political participation. (4) Karen hill tribe people should
be given opportunity to raise the problems and express their need for development to local
administrators directly. They strongly agreed that more students and people should be enhanced to take

a Local Government course.

Keywords: Political participation, Karen hill tribe people, Chiang Rai Province
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