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Abstract

The purposes of this research were (1) to investigate the level of attitudes
towards the English language for joining the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC)
of people in Ratchathewi District, Bangkok Metropolis; (2) to compare the levels of
attitudes towards the English language for joining the AEC of people as classified by
gender, age, educational level, occupation, and sub-district; and (3) to study the
guidelines for development of attitudes toward the English language for joining the
AEC.

The research population comprised 73,280 people in Ratchathewi District,
Bangkok Metropolis. The research sample consisted of 400 people in the District
obtained by stratified random sampling. The sample size was determined based on
Taro Yamane’s method. The employed research instruments were (1) a questionnaire
on personal background of the respondent; (2) a scale to assess attitudes towards the
English language for joining the AEC; and (3) an open-ended questionnaire. Data
were analyzed using the percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, one-way
analysis of variance, and content analysis.

The research findings were as follows: (1) the overall attitude towards the
English language for joining the AEC of people in Ratchathewi District was at the
moderate level, with the rating mean of 3.32; (2) attitude comparison results showed
that the people with different genders, educational levels, occupations, and sub-
district residences did not significantly differ in their overall and by-aspect attitudes
towards the English language for joining the AEC; but people of different ages
differed significantly in their attitudes towards the English language for joining the
AEC at the .05 level; and (3) guidelines for development of attitudes towards the
English language for joining the AEC were the following: (a) public and private work
agencies should promote and have public relations campaigns on using English
language; (b) there should be promotions for self-learning of English language;
(c) the schools should put more emphasis on English instruction and increase the
number of periods on English learning; (d) people should study additional English
from language schools; (e) the mass media should focus more on using English for
communications; (f) state agencies should conduct more in-service training on using
English at the workplace; and (g) the schools should have foreigners who are native
English speakers to serve as teachers.

Keywords: Attitude, English language, Communications, AEC
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http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%AA%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%95%E0%B8%A3%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%B5%E0%B8%A2
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http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%B4%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%8B%E0%B8%B5%E0%B9%81%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%94%E0%B9%8C
http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B9%81%E0%B8%84%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B4%E0%B8%9A%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%B5%E0%B8%A2%E0%B8%99
http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A9%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%88%E0%B8%B5%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%87
http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A9%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%AA%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%9B%E0%B8%99
http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%AA%E0%B8%AB%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%A2%E0%B8%B8%E0%B9%82%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%9B
http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%84%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B7%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%88%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%9E%E0%B9%81%E0%B8%AB%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%87%E0%B8%8A%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%95%E0%B8%B4
http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%AA%E0%B8%AB%E0%B8%9B%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B0%E0%B8%8A%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%8A%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%95%E0%B8%B4
http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%AA%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%95%E0%B9%81%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%94%E0%B9%8C
http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%8A%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%93%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%88%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B4%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%95%E0%B8%99%E0%B9%83%E0%B8%AB%E0%B8%8D%E0%B9%88
http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%AA%E0%B8%AB%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%8A%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%93%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%88%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%A3
http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%88%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%94%E0%B8%B4%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%87%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%A4%E0%B8%A9
http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A9%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%87
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http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A9%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%87%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%A4%E0%B8%A9%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%81%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%B2
http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A9%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%B0%E0%B8%95%E0%B8%B4%E0%B8%99
http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A9%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%A3%E0%B9%8C%E0%B8%AA%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%81%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%B2
http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B4%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%93%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%94%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%A7%E0%B9%8C
http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%B4%E0%B8%8A%E0%B8%B4%E0%B8%95%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%87%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%A4%E0%B8%A9%E0%B8%82%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%87%E0%B8%8A%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A7%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%A3%E0%B9%8C%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99
http://th.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A9%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%A3%E0%B9%8C%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99&action=edit&redlink=1
http://th.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A9%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%A3%E0%B9%8C%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%99&action=edit&redlink=1
http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%B8%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A9%E0%B8%B2%E0%B9%82%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%8B%E0%B9%8C
http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%B8%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A9%E0%B8%B2%E0%B9%82%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%8B%E0%B9%8C
http://th.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A9%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%87%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%A4%E0%B8%A9%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%87&action=edit&redlink=1
http://th.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A3%E0%B9%80%E0%B8%A5%E0%B8%B7%E0%B9%88%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%AA%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B0%E0%B8%84%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B1%E0%B9%89%E0%B8%87%E0%B9%83%E0%B8%AB%E0%B8%8D%E0%B9%88&action=edit&redlink=1
http://th.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A9%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%87%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%A4%E0%B8%A9%E0%B9%83%E0%B8%AB%E0%B8%A1%E0%B9%88&action=edit&redlink=1
http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%88%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%B8%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A9%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%87%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%A4%E0%B8%A9_%E0%B8%89%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%8B%E0%B8%9F%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%A3%E0%B9%8C%E0%B8%94
http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%B8%9E%E0%B8%88%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%99%E0%B8%B8%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%A9%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%87%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%A4%E0%B8%A9_%E0%B8%89%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%8B%E0%B8%9F%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%A3%E0%B9%8C%E0%B8%94
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Asia Ranking 2011
Rank Country Score Level
9 Malaysia* 55.54 High Proficiency
12 Hong Kong* 54.44 Moderate Proficiency
13 South Korea 54.19 Moderate Proficiency
14 Japan 54.17 Moderate Proficiency
25 Taiwan 48.93 Low Proficiency
26 Saudi Arabia 48.05 Low Proficiency
29 China 47.62 Low Proficiency
30 India* 47.36 Low Proficiency
34 Indonesia 44.78 Very Low Proficiency
39 Vietnam 44.32 Very Low Proficiency
42 Thailand 39.41 Very Low Proficiency
44 Kazakhstan 31.74 Very Low Proficiency
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M13°19% 2.8 Hamsd1snugIUME1eIngs1udl a6 2012 (W.A. 2555)

Asia Ranking 2012
Rank Country Score Level
12 Singapore* 58.65 High Proficiency
13 Malaysia* 57.95 High Proficiency
14 India* 57.49 Moderate Proficiency
17 Pakistan* 56.03 Moderate Proficiency
21 South Korea 55.35 Moderate Proficiency
22 Japan 55.14 Moderate Proficiency
25 Hong Kong* 53.65 Moderate Proficiency
27 Indonesia 53.31 Low Proficiency
30 Taiwan 52.42 Low Proficiency
31 Vietnam 52.42 Low Proficiency
36 China 49.00 Low Proficiency
53 Thailand 44.36 Very Low Proficiency
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1,000 - - - 385 286 91
1,500 : : 638 441 361 94
2,000 - - 718 476 333 95
2,500 - 1,250 769 500 345 96
3,000 : 1,364 811 517 353 97
3,500 : 1,458 843 530 359 97
4,000 : 1,538 870 541 364 98
4,500 - 1,607 891 549 367 98
5,000 - 1,667 909 556 370 98
6,000 - 1,765 938 566 375 98
7,000 - 1,842 959 574 378 99
8,000 - 1,905 976 580 381 99
9,000 . 1,957 989 584 383 99
10,000 5,000 2,000 1,000 588 385 99
15,000 6,000 2,143 1,034 600 390 99
20,000 6,667 2,222 1,053 606 392 100
25,000 7,143 2,273 1,064 610 394 100
50,000 8,333 2,381 1,087 617 397 100
100,000 9,091 2,439 1,099 621 398 100
>100,000 | 10,000 2,500 1,111 625 400 100

AN 3.1 MTIMHAUAVUIANI0819U09 N1 15 813711 (Taro Yamane)

ETRE watpon : http://www.watpon.com/table/
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