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Independent study title:  Problems and Obstacles concerning the Protection of the Witness Rights in
Criminal Trial
Author: Miss Sirinpan Sukhyaipat; ID: 2554001582; Degree: Master of Laws;

Independent Study advisor: Malee Surachet, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2018

Abstract

This independent study has the objectives to study problems or obstacles in the
enforcement of the Witness Protection Act B.E.2546 concerning the protection of witness rights in
criminal trial of Thailand, to compare the forms of witness protection in foreign countries and to study
the Civil Registration Act B.E.2534 and the Civil Registration Act (No.3) B.E.2562 to develop the
forms of witness rights, which have some constraints nowadays, to be more consistent with the
international standard of this kind of legislation.

This independent study is a qualitative research conducted by way of documentary
research through studying from legal textbooks, research reports, dissertations, pamphlet, unpublished
documents, and electronic information in Thailand and abroad.

The study found that nowadays there are some constraints in the witness rights to change
the name, surname and civil registration evidence to protect the safety of witnesses in important trial for
justice system, who possibly endanger their lives and properties. This includes the persons close to
witnesses. As a result of being the witness and testifying in criminal trial, it leads to the defendant being
punished and brings about the best interest of justice. Providing the witness rights to change the name,
surname and civil registration evidence when special measures to protect the witness are employed will
be a factor, which supports the process of justice system without interruption, the safety of witness and
the defendant being punished according to the law. Therefore, the author proposes to amend the specific
rule on civil registration evidence for the witness protection according to the special measures by adding
Sub-Section (3/1) of Section 10 of the Witness Protection Act B.E.2546 and drafting the Regulation of
the Ministry of Justice on the Change of the Civil Registration Evidence for the Operation of Protecting

Witness in Criminal Trial according to the Special Measure B.E. ....

Keywords: Witness Rights, Civil Registration
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