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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the reasons for and concepts
about following up on child and youth offenders after they are released from juvenile
detention centers, in order to analyze the legal measures and practices of related
agencies in the justice system, including penitentiaries, juvenile training centers,
families, and communities, and to seek approaches for revising relevant aspects of the
Juvenile and Family Court Act and the Juvenile and Family Criminal Procedure Act.

This was a qualitative study based on documentary research consisting of
related books, articles, reports, and laws, as well as documents from the Department
of Juvenile Observation and Protection, with an aim to analyze the problem, reach
conclusions and form recommendations for legislative reform and further research.

The results showed that even though the juvenile training centers follow
up on the behavior and well being of their charges for one year after their release, it is
not possible to effectively assist them or protect them from the risks of life in criminal
society because following up is not one of the major tasks of the personnel at the
centers. Each of the 18 juvenile training centers in the country employs only one or
two welfare officers who are in charge of follow up along with many other jobs, so
the work force is not sufficient to thoroughly look after the released youth who come
from all 77 provinces. The follow up work is not specifically covered in any law,
including the Juvenile and Family Court Act and the Juvenile and Family Criminal
Procedure Act. The researcher recommends that Thailand should implement measures
similar to that of the 180 Organization in the Netherlands, with an IRC official as a
mediator to find a network, such as an educational institution, employer, family,
community, or public or private organization, to support the juvenile who is newly
released. The framework and details of the follow up measures should be clearly
written in a law so that it will be supported with a dedicated budget and personnel.

Keywords: Juvenile follow up, Youth offender monitoring, Rehabilitation,
Youth detention
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