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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study 1) the information perception of
people about the dengue hemorrhagic fever regarding its symptoms and severity, risk
factors, and the disease prevention; and 2) information resources about the dengue
hemorrhagic fever of the people in Selaphum district, Roi-et province.

The data collection methods of this qualitative study were the in-depth
interviews with 3 public health personnel and the focus-group discussion among 26
people selected purposively from 3 small-, medium- and high-risk villages. In
addition, related literature was reviewed and the three villages’ information
dissemination channels were surveyed. All the interview scripts were analyzed using
the content analysis technique.

Results found that the participants from all the villages perceived the
dengue hemorrhagic fever as a fatal disease. The most important perceived risk factor
was children being bit by mosquitoes while they were watching television in their
own houses. A host of methods could be used to prevent the disease and the most
important was changing water in jars or water tanks regularly. Together with the
information dissemination maps, the participants ranked highly three information
sources: public health personnel, village health volunteers and leaflets. They
expressed the highest interest in getting information from public health personnel.
There are differences in perceived information of the participants in the three villages
in all areas: symptoms, severity, risk factors, disease prevention, information sources
and information dissemination.

Keywords : information perception, information sources
Dengue hemorrhagic fever
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