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Thesis title: The Impeachment of Local Administrators by the People: A Case Study of the Huay Gone
Sub-district Administrative Organization in Nan Province

Researcher: Mr. Yongyuth Singtawatch Degree: Master of Political Science (Politics and Government)

Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Pathan Suvanamongkol, Associate Professor; (2) Dr. Senee Comsook,

Associate Professor; Academic year: 2008

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the following aspects of the impeachment of
local administrators by the people under the Local Council Member or Local Administrator
Impeachment Act of 1999: (1) the reasons for impeachment; (2) factors of success; (3) methods of
impeachment; and (4) problems and recommended ways to solve them.

This was a qualitative research based on a review of the literature, document research and
interviews with 14 individuals involved with the impeachment of the chairman of the Huay Gone
Sub-district Administrative Organization, comprising government employees, local leaders, and voters.
The results were analyzed descriptively.

The results showed that: (1) the main reasons for the impeachment were that the local
administrator was accused of misbehavior and misuse of power, as well as conflicts between
government officials and community leaders. (2) the factors of success in the impeachment effort were
awareness of news and information, public participation in politics, support from the government and
local leaders, the culture of belief in leaders, public relations about the impeachment method, and the
correct fulfillment of their duties by people in power. (3) the impeachment process comprised several
steps including submission of a complaint, voting, and announcement of the voting results. (4) problems
in the impeachment process included lack of knowledge and understanding among the people, problems
with the law, the costs involved, and problems with the responsible officials. Recommended ways to
solve these problems are to educate the people on their rights and responsibilities and on political
participation; to include education on local administration in school curricula; to revise the laws
regarding ballot marking, vote proportions, and operational costs; to require administrators facing
impeachment to be suspended until the results of the voting are known; and to assign the person in
charge of the local administrative organization to be responsible for taking over operations in place of

the local head executor.

Keywords: Impeachment, Local administrator, Public
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