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Thesis title: Political Impact of Direct Election of Local Administrators and Council
Members: A Case Study of Sub-district Administrative Organization in
Chaiyo District, Ang Thong Province

Researcher: Miss Yupa Kudsee; Degree: Master of Political Science (Politics and

Government); Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Pathan Suvanamongkol, Associate Professor;

(2) Thasothorn Tootongkam, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2008

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the impact of the direct
election of the Sub-district Administrative Organization chairman and Sub-district
Administrative Organization members; (2) factors that cause the impact of direct local
elections; and (3) recommendations for solving the impact of the direct election of the
Sub-district Administrative Organization chairman and local council members.

The sample of 40 was purposively selected from among Sub-district
Administrative Organization chairmen, Sub-district Administrative Organization vice
chairmen, Sub-district Administrative Organization secretaries, Sub-district
Administrative  Organization council chairmen, Sub-district Administrative
Organization council vice chairmen, Sub-district Administrative Organization council
secretaries, Sub-district Administrative Organization council members, and Sub-
district Administrative Organization bureaucratic directors in Chaiyo District, Ang
Tong Province. Data were collected using an interview form and analyzed
descriptively.

The results showed that: (1) The direct election of the Sub-district
Administrative Organization chairman and the Sub-district Administrative
Organization council members had a positive impact on the Sub-district
Administrative Organization’s operations in terms of personnel management powers,
setting the budget, and strength and stability of the management. It had a negative
impact in terms of dividing the populace and creating problems in the relationships
between the Sub-district Administrative Organization council members and Sub-
district Administrative Organization administrators. (2) The factors that caused the
political impact of the direct election of local administrators were differences in
personalities, political experience and education among different administrators; the
allocation of benefits and budget; and the use of authority by Sub-district
Administrative Organization chairmen. (3) Recommendations to solve the impact of
direct local elections are to build up political conscience among administrators,
council members and the people; to encourage public participation; and to persuade
council members to accept changes in Sub-district Administrative Organization
chairman leadership.

Keywords: Direct election of local administrators
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