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Thesis title: A STUDY OF PUBLIC HEALTH ADMINISTRATORS’OPINIONS
ON HEALTH DECENTRALIZATION MODELS TO LOCAL
ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATIONS IN PRACHUAP KHIRI
KHAN PROVINCE
Researcher: Mr. Manoj Immsombatti; Degree: Master of Public Health (Public Health
Administration); Thesis Advisors: (1) Kowin Viwathpongpan, Associate Professor; (2)
Somsak Butaraj, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2002

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this survey research were (1) to study the opinions of public
health administrators in Prachuap Khiri Khan Province about the models and relative
problems of health decentralization to Local Administrative Organization, and (2) to
determine differences in the opinions of public health administrators who have had different
demographic characteristics.

The study population consisted of 232 public health administrators at all levels
including those positions in Provincial Health Office, Provincial Hospital, Community
Hospital, Health center, and Municipality Agencies. The questionnaires were sent to collect
data on their opinions about four models of health decentralization to Local Administrative
Organization, namely, Model I : health facilities at all levels reporting to the Ministry of
Public Health, whereas a Provincial Health Board(PHB) serving as service purchaser; Model
IT : at each level, health facilities reporting to their respective local administrative
organization, whereas the PHB serving as coordinator; Model III : all health facilities at all
levels reporting to the PHB, directly serving as administrator of health facilities; and Model
IV : all health facilities at all levels forming a network of public organization, whereas the
PHB serving as service purchaser. Data were analysed to compare opinion means of the
administrators about the elements of the four models, and to test hypothesis of the opinion
means of the administrators who have had different demographic characteristics by using
one-way ANOVA and Scheffe’s, at 95% confindence interval.

The findings were (1) most of the entire administrators approved of Model II1
regarding its merits of system efficiency, equity, and sustainability and acceptance. The
highest percent proportion of the responses to the relative problems of Model I were the
centralization may enhance the patronage system and meanwhile lessen people participation;
of Model II were if the Local Administrative Organization lacks understanding or is not ready
to use the decentralized authority, the political interference will happen; of Model I1I were
the complexity of the structure will delay the management and/or cooperation; and of Model
IV were having no confidence in the structure regarding its lack of practical clarity; and (2)
there was a statistically significant difference of opinion means among the administrators
who have had different demographic characteristics, particularly between those who have
attained Master Degree or equivalent or higher and those who have attained lower than
bachelor degree.

Keywords: Model of health decentralization, Local Administrative Organization,
Provincial Health Board(PHB), Public health administrator, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province.
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