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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) socio-economic status of shallot
farmers in Si Sa Ket Province, (2) the situation of shallot production adhering to good
agricultural practice, and (3) problems and suggestions on the shallot production adhering to
good agricultural practice.

The population in this study was 499 shallot farmers in Si Sa Ket Province whose
GAP plant production source was guaranteed. The 222 samples were selected by using
stratified random sampling methodology. The data were collected by using structural
guestionnaires. The statistics used to analyze the data by computerized program were
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, maximum value, and minimum value.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) the average age of the shallot
farmers was 49.92 years and they were educated at primary level. The average of household
member was 4.90 persons. Most of them were a member of a farmer group and had no social
position. They had received information on the shallot production adhering to good
agricultural practice for plants from agricultural extensionists at most level. The main
occupation was farming with the average total farming income was 159,939.50 baht/year,
while the average income of shallot production was 52,988.74 baht/year; and the average of
the household debt was 157,816.35 baht/year. (2) The average shallot cultivating area was
3.43 rai (1 rai = 1,600 square meters); they grew shallots twice a year; the shallot cultivating
area of which GAP plant production source was guaranteed was 1-2 rai and the land belonged
to them. The average number of labor in growing shallots was 8.48 persons. The water
supply mostly depended on rain, and the shallot cultivating area was mostly on the plain. The
produce was clean and perfect, and they had regular production of shallots. All of the farmers
grew shallots by using shallot tubers; the average frequency of earth plowing in soil
preparation stage was 4.21 times; lime would be applied to the soil to improve the soil quality
in this stage as well; and the average cost of shallot production was 17,525.67 baht/rai.
(3) Almost all of the farmers had practiced adhering to good agricultural practice for plants in
the aspect of soil preparation before growing shallots, pest control, harvesting and after
harvesting management, and data recording for each plot. Furthermore (4) the farmers had
problems at the highest level on finding sufficient water sources and following the
instructions on the labels before applying chemicals to the plants because the area for
cultivating general shallots was larger than the area of which GAP plant production source
was guaranteed. They suggested that irrigation sources should be supplied, and they should
be transferred knowledge of forecasting the pest spread, market linking as one-stop service,
including supporting them how to set the calendar/schedule of shallot production.

Keywords: Shallot production, Good Agricultural Practice, Si Sa Ket Province
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