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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study (1) fundamental social and economic state of soybean
farmers in Sawankhalok district of Sukhothai province, (2) the state of their soybean production, (3) their
problems and suggestions on soybean production, and (4) their need for the extension of soybean production.

The population in this study was 347 soybean farmers in Sawankhalok district of Sukhothai
province from the official report on the state of crop production in the production season 2014/2015 of the
Office of Agriculture in Sawankhalok District. 186 samples were selected by using simple random sampling
method. The data were collected by interviewing the studied farmers using an interview form. The statistic
method used to analyze the data was frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, and
standard deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) most of the studied soybean farmers were male
with average age at 51.52 years and educated at primary level. The average number of their household members
was 5.17 persons. The average period of their experience in the soybean production was 7.51 years. Most of
them were a member/client of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. They had received the
agricultural information from their relatives most. Most of them had never been trained on the soybean
production. The average number of their household labor was 2.99 persons. Their average occupied area was
34.88 rai; it was mostly their own land. Their average soybean cultivating area was 11.21 rai. Most of them
cultivated soybeans in Chiang Mai 2 tribe, they usually bought soybean tribe seeds from shops/companies, and
distributed their produce at marketplaces in the community market. Their average production cost was 2,852.40
Baht/rai. The average quantity of their produce was 201.90 kg./rai. Their average income deriving from their
soybean production was 3,347.70 Baht/rai. Most of their capital was loans taken out from the Bank for
Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. (2 ) It was found that most of the studied farmers practiced in
various issues, these were plowing to turn the ground and loosen the soil, adjusting the ground to be even before
planting, selecting tribe seeds cleared of plant diseases/insects, planting by sowing the tribe seeds, eliminating
weeds before applying fertilizer, spraying chemical substances over the plants to prevent plant diseases/pests,
harvesting according to the period of their age, and packing their produce in clean sacks. (3) The studied
farmers had problems on soybean production at high level. The issues which were their problems most were the
lack of good quality tribe seeds and the high price of tribe seeds. (4) It was also found that they needed the
extension of soybean production at the highest level in the aspect of knowledge of eliminating plant
diseases/pests, and raising their plants; in the aspect of extension channels through brochures, government
officials, and manuals at high level; in the aspect of extension methods by demonstrating and lecturing at high
level; and in the aspect of servicing and supporting by supplying them with good quality tribe seeds and sources
of production factors which were good and cheap at the highest level. Furthermore, there should have been the
price guarantee for the selling price of their produce.

Keywords: Soybean production, Agricultural extension needs, Sukhothai Province
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