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Independent Study title: Factors Affecting of Political Participation by Citizens of Pangtiam

Sub-district, Phra Thong Kham District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province
Author: Miss Porntip Ariyadech; ID: 2488002797; Degree: Master of Political Science (Politics
and Government); Independent Study advisor: Dr. Senece Comsuk, Associate Professor;

Academic year: 2011

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) political participation of citizens in
1 Pangtiam Sub-district, Phra Thong Kham District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province; and (2) factors
that affect political participation of citizens in Pangtiam Sub-district, Phra Thong Kham District,
Nakhon Ratchasima Province.

This was a quantitative research. The sample population, chosen by group sampling,
consisted of 385 residents of Pangtiam Sub-district, Phra Thong Kham District, Nakhon
Ratchasima Province. Data were collected using a questionnaire and analyzed using the descriptive
statistics of frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation.

The results showed that (1) Political participation: (1.1) The samples reported that
they received political news from television (81.3%), newspapers (53.0%), public announcements
(47.8%), personal conversations (44.2%), and from radio (42.3%). (1.2) The portion of samples
who participated in elections to a high degree said it was because they believed and had faith in
local politicians, and because people in different areas have different interests. The portion of
samples who participated little in elections said it was because they felt that citizens were forced to
participate and did not do so voluntarily. (1.3) Regarding the samples’ views on vote buying, most
strongly agreed (mean 4.23 points) that they were informed of the advantages and disadvantages of
vote buying and that politicians should be ethical and should be ready to be representatives of the
people. The majority agreed (mean 3.33 points) that vote buying occurred during elections. (2)
Factors that affected political participation: the factors of sex, age, status, educational level,
income, profession, perception of political news, and local environment were not found to be

related to the level of political participation.

Keywords: factor, political participation, citizen, Phra Thong Kham District, Nakhon Ratchasima
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