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Independent Study title: The Dropout and Reenrollment Experiences
of Secondary School Students.

Author: Mr. Nikhom Thipkanngoen; ID: 2542800806;
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Independent Study advisor: Dr. Niranart Sansa, Assistant Professor;
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the dropout and reenrollment experiences of
secondary school students.

This research was a qualitative research. Key informants were 15 students who had
dropout experience and then reenrolled for study at the secondary education level in non- formal
and informal education centers. They were purposively selected based on some particular criteria.
Data were collected from a focus group discussion involving the 15 students, and were analyzed
with content analysis.

The research results revealed that the dropout and reenrollment experiences of
secondary school students comprised four main issues: (1) facing problems while studying, which
included four following sub-issues: problems with oneself, problems with the family, economic
and social problems, and problems with the teachers; (2) the dropout experience, which included
two sub-issues: the life expected to be good after evading the problems, and old problems
disappeared but new problems occurred; (3) the reenrollment experience, which included two sub-
issues: self-realization, and receiving pressure from the society; and (4) the study in the non-formal
and informal education system, which included two sub-issues: the non- formal and informal
education learning experience, and the results of learning in the non-formal and informal education

system.

Keywords: Dropout, Reenrollment, Non-formal and informal education, Secondary education
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