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Independent Study title: The Ideas about Politics in a Democracy of Noncommissioned
Officers: A Case Study of the 19" Infantry Regiment at Surasee Camp,
Kanchanaburi Province

Author: SM 3 Boonhome Sangsuwandee; ID: 2498000468; Degree: Master of Political Science,

(Politics and Government); Independent Study advisor: Dr. Pathan Suvanamongkol,

Associate Professor; Academic year: 2012

Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the ideas about politics in a democracy of
noncommissioned officers in the 19" Infantry Regiment at Surasee Camp, Kanchanaburi
Province.

This was a qualitative research. The sample population consisted of 20
noncommissioned officers of the 19" Infantry Division stationed at Camp Surasee, Kanchanaburi
Province, chosen through purposive sampling. Data were collected using an interview form and
were analyzed through descriptive analysis.

The results showed that most of the sample officers thought that human rights and
equality were a part of the democratic system. They thought that there were many methods of
participating in the democratic process, such as voting, participating in political demonstrations in
a way that does not infringe on others’ rights, and discussing politics, for example. As for the
issue of ideological differences, most of the samples thought that everyone may have political
ideas that are the same as or different from others, depending on how they were socialized.
Differences in political ideas caused a political rift in Thailand with two major sides, because
neither side could accept the ideas of the other. There is a need for conciliation and compromise

in order to regain peace in the nation.

Keywords: political ideas, democratic system, noncommissioned officers, Kanchanaburi
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