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Thesis title: Factors that Affect Political Participation and Types of Political Participation: A Case
Study of the Citizens of Maekomn Subdistrict, Mueang District, Chiang Rai Province

Researcher: Miss Sopa Wongyai; Degree: Master of Political Science (Politics and Government)

Thesis advisors: (1) Tappanat Phrom-in, Associate Professor; (2) Dr. Bathan Suwannamongkol,

Associate Professor; Academic year: 2008

Abstract

The objective of this research was to study (1) factors that affect citizens’ political
participation; (2) types of citizens® political participation; (3) the relationships between citizens® political
participation and types of political participation; (4) problems and obstacles to citizens’ political
participation; and (5) ways to solve these problems in the Maekorn Subdistrict Administrative
Organization, Muang District, Chiang Rai Province.

The sample consisted of 354 people out of total of 4,391 citizens aged 18 and over
residing in Maekorn Subdistrict, Mueang District, Chiang Rai Province. Data were collected using a
questionnaire and an interview form. Data were analyzed using percentages, means, standard deviation,
t-test and analysis of variance.

The results showed that (1) factors that affect citizens’ political participation are age,
educational level, and group membership. (2) The sample citizens had a medium level of political
participation. The type of participation they demonstrated the most was operations and the type of
participation they demonstrated the least was auditing. (3) Differences in the factors of age, educational
level and group membership were related to differences in political participation to a statistically
significant degree. (4) Overall, the problems and obstacles to citizens® political participation were rated
as “medium”. The majority of sample perceived that most of the problems arose from the citizens
themselves rather than from the Subdistrict Administrative Organization. (5) Recommended ways to
solve the problems are to make people aware of their rights, understand how far they can exercise their
rights, and to educate people about how they can participate. Officials at the Subdistrict Administrative

Organization should explain the laws and regulations related to public participation so the people know.

Keywords: Factors, Political participation, Types of political participation
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