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Thesis title: A STUDY OF THE VARIABLES PREDICTING THE USE OF DENTURE
AMONG THE ELDERLY IN TRANG PROVINCE

Researcher: Mrs.Apapunnee Kheamwuttipong; Degree: Master of Public Health (Public Health

Administration); Thesis advisors: (1) Dr.Adisak Sattam , Associate Professor ; (2) Sompoch

Ratioran , Associate Professor; Academic year: 2003

ABSTRACT

The general objective of this thesis was to study variables that predict the use of denture
among the elderly in Trang Province; and the specific objectives were (1) to discriminate variables that
correlate with the use of denture among the elderly in Trang Province; and (2) to construct regression
equation for predicting the use of denture by the elderly in Trang Province.

This survey research used systematic random sampling technique to draw the sample of
the elderly in Trang Province resulting 417 people. The interview, together with oral examination was
conducted using questionnaire constructed based on the PRECEDE Model. The 3 main studied groups
of variables included 13 predisposing variables, 17 enabling variables, and 14 reinforcing variables.
The questionnaire was reviewed by experts for its content validity and pre-tested for reliability with
Conbrach’s Alpha Coeficient of 0.7023. Data were analyzed using percentage, mean, standard
deviation. Test of correlation was shown by the Pearson multiple correlation coefficient, results of chi-
square test, and multiple regression analysis.

The results showed that; (1) In the group of the elderly who used denture with 24.2% of all
elderly population, 14 variables correlated with the use of denture. The variables included 6
predisposing variables, 4 enabling variables, and 6 reinforcing variables; (2) Two variables found to
predict the use of denture were “ the elderly felt that they could eat everything when using denture” and
“cleaning the remained natural teeth and oral cavity after eating”. When entering the 2 variables into
multiple regression equation, “ the elderly felt that they could eat everything when using denture” could
explain the use of denture by 15.6% and by adding “cleaning the remained natural teeth and oral cavity
after eating”, the 2 variables could explain the use of denture by 19.2 % with statistical significance at
the 0.05 level.

Keywords : The elderly, Dentistry, Use of denture, Predicting variables
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