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Thesis title: The Dhamma Doctrine in the Tripitaka Buddhist Canon and Democratic Principles
and Governmental Forms
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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the Dhamma doctrine in the Tripitaka
Buddhist Canon and its relationship to democratic principles and governmental forms.

This was a qualitative research based on a study of a Thai language version of the
Tripitaka Buddhist Canon (the Royal Patronage Reform Version of 1987), academic papers about
the democratic system, and important essays about Buddhism and government philosophy by
academics. The data were analyzed using descriptive analysis to describe the relationship of
Dhamma doctrine to democratic principles and governmental forms.

The research found that Dhamma doctrine was related to and compatible with the
democratic principles of the sovereignty of the people, liberty, equality, and fraternity. In terms
of governmental forms, the Tripitaka Buddhist Canon does not clearly state what form of
government is the best, but some parts of the Dhamma doctrine are very similar to democratic
forms of government, such as the consolidation of power under the parliamentary system and the
balance of powers under the presidential system. The Dhamma doctrine in the Tripitaka Buddhist
Canon emphasizes the Rule of Dhamma, “dhammacracy” or “moral rule,” which is a fundamental

principle of democratic forms of government.

Key words: Dhamma doctrine, the Tripitaka Buddhist Canon, principles, governmental forms,

democracy
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