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Abstract

The purposes of this independent study were 1) to study the members’
general condition, 2) the role of Cooperatives in economic and social development by its
members, 3) the relationship of members’ general condition and the role of Cooperatives in
economic and social development by its members, 4) to compare the difference between
members’ general condition and the role of Cooperatives in economic and social
development by its members, and 5) to study problems and suggestions of the Cooperatives
in economic and social development by members of Thanto Agricultural Cooperatives
Limited, Yala Province.

Studied population composed of 1,079 members of Thanto Cooperatives
Limited, as of June 30, 2016. Identification of sample group was conducted by Yamane
formula and 100 members were randomly selected as sample group. Tool used for data
collection was questionnaire. Statistics used included frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, chi-square test, t-test, F-test and contents analysis.

Findings were as follows; 1) most of the Cooperatives members were female,
aged 51-55 years. They finished lower secondary school, earning 8,001-10,000 baht/month.
Their membership duration was 6-10 years. 2) Overall role of the Cooperatives in social and
economic development by its members was at high level. Economic development aspect
included savings, income, expense and investment, respectively. Social development aspect
comprised cooperation with members and community, providing education, training, news,
updated information and welfare activity, respectively. 3) It was found that members’
relationship of general condition factor with the role of Cooperatives in social and economic
development by its members was at 0.05 statistical significance. Apparently, gender, age,
educational background, income and membership duration had relationship with some
factors of members’ economic development role in the aspect of investment, savings,
income and expense. Meanwhile, gender, age, educational background, income and
membership duration had relationship with almost all factors of members’ social
development role in the aspect of cooperation with members, community, providing welfare
activity, education, training, news and updated information. 4) Comparison of the difference
between members’ general condition with the role of Cooperatives in economic and social
development by its members was different at 0.05 statistical significance, showing members
with different age, educational background and income thought the Cooperatives’ economic
development role in terms of expense, savings, income and members’ investment was
different in almost every factor. Whereas members with different age, educational
background, income and membership duration viewed that the Cooperatives’ social
development role in terms of providing welfare activity, education, training, news, updated
information, cooperation with members and community was different only in some factors.
5) Problems were the Cooperatives’ commercial competitors and members’ default. Their
suggestion was a promotion of extra occupation in members’ families.

Keywords Agricultural Cooperatives, Economic and Social Development, Yala Province
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