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Abstract

This research aimed to study 1) social and economic status, 2) oil palm
production management, 3) farmers’ knowledge about the management, and 4) problems
and suggestions regarding the oil palm management of large agricultural land plot.

This study was a quantitative and qualitative research. The population was
divided into two groups. The first group consisted of 218 regular oil palm farmers
who are members of large oil palm land plot group in Ao luek District, Krabi Province.
About 142 samples were identified using Yamane formula at the sampling error of
0.05. The sample group was selected using simple random sampling technique.
Questionnaire was used as an instrument for this group. The second group consisted
of 3 individuals which were the president of large oil palm land plot group, the group
trainer, and the model farmer. Depth interview was used to collect data. Statistical
parameters used for quantitative data analysis were frequency mean and percentage.
For qualitative data analysis, classification and content analysis were used.

The finding showed that 1) most farmers were male with age range of 41-
60 years old. The average value of family member was 4 individuals. Their main
career was being an oil palm farmer as well as growing para rubber trees as a second
career. Each farmer owned averagely 25.82 rai (1 rai = 1,600 m?) of land in which
approximately 20.48 rai was used to cultivate oil palm. The average year of experiences
in growing oil palm was 15.20 years. The majority of farmers used their own funds to
grow the crop, and had increasing incomes when joined with the large oil palm land
plot group. 2) The farmers who participated in the group had flat cultivated lands.
They mainly relied on rain water to water their plants, and obtained palm seeds from
the Oil Palm Research Center. They used chemical fertilizers for their plants in which
would apply depend on the age of oil palm. They also used chemical pesticides to
protect their plants. Oil palms were trimmed once a year. Labors were hired to work
at their farms daily. The oil palms would be harvested every 20 days, and they were
sold to oil extraction factories. 3) The farmers had knowledge of the oil palm
production management of large oil palm land plot in the highest scale ranking.
4) The farmers experienced many problems with oil palm production, harvesting,
transportation, and recording. They suggested that the government should provide
more knowledge regarding the oil palm management to the farmers, and that the oil
palm production group should plan the group management and the connection with
marketing.

Keywords: Production management, Large oil palm land plot,
Large agricultural land plot, Ao luek District, Krabi Province
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