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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to (1) study and compare opinions of non - formal education
administrators, non - formal education teachers, community leaders, community development officials and
persons with local wisdoms on the use of local wisdoms for organizing non - formal education and (2)
propose guidelines for using local wisdoms for organizing non - formal education.

The sample size was determined according to the table of Krejcie and Morgan which turned out
to be 291 subjects from the population of 377. The method of stratified sampling was used to select the sample
from 5 groups of population. Data were gathered through a questionnaire and analyzed using statistical
procedures for the percentage, mean, standard deviation, and F-test.

The research findings showed that non — formal education administrators, non-formal education
teachers, community leaders, community development officials, and persons with local wisdoms had the
opinions that local wisdoms which were appropriate for organizing non— formal education were those of the
community leader. This was to transfer knowledge to students and target groups by being instructors in training
program using hand-on learning and direct experiences. The organizing of meetings and training for all officers
concerned to know and understand how to select local wisdom activities which were in accordance with the
needs of target groups. For the comparison of opinions on the use of local wisdoms, subjects with different
positions and tasks had different opinions on each and every aspect. The statistical significance was measured
at .01 level for every aspect. Specifically, persons with local wisdoms had different views from other groups.
Guidelines for using local wisdoms for organizing non - formal education were as follows: For fundamental
education, local wisdoms should be used for selecting teachers, volunteers, resource persons and local scholars
etc. and integrating community knowledge into the instruction. For skill development education, the
application was to learn directly from local wisdoms in order to get direct experience through hand-on practice.
For living skill development education, health and sanitary knowledge should be imparted and transferred as a
moral precept for living. For social and community development education, knowledge in investment, co-

producing and co-marketing should be offered through public hearing or project arrangement.

Keyword: Local wisdoms, Non- formal education
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