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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) watermelon production
management of watermelon farmers in Hat Samran District, Trang Province; 2) the
readiness of farmers in watermelon production according to Good Agricultural
Practice (GAP); 3) the problems and needs of watermelon growers in Hat Samran
District, Trang Province; and 4) guidelines in watermelon production management in
compliance with GAP of farmers.

This research was quantitative and qualitative research. For the quantitative
research, data were obtained from 40 farmers who were watermelon farmers participating
in the project to strengthen and develop the production of safe products to generate
income for farmers in the year 2020. The group of informers for qualitative research
consisted of 5 watermelon farmers, 1 agricultural research officer, 1 agricultural
extension officer, and 1 watermelon buyer, total 8 persons. Data were collected using
a questionnaire and focus group discussion. Data analysis for quantitative research
was done by using descriptive statistics such as percentage, minimum, maximum, mean,
and standard deviation and data analysis for qualitative research used content analysis.

The results of the research showed that 1) the condition of the farmer's area
was the upland area with sandy loam soil. Most of them grow Maya watermelons, using
drip irrigation every day. Farmers applied an average of 68.20 kg of chemical fertilizer
per rai (1,600 square meters), with an average of 4.79 application times per crop by
broadcast soil-top application. Farmers arranged the watermelons to climb in the same
direction and pruned the branches to 4 branches per plant, choosing strong and complete
branches. Farmers pollinated watermelons from 6:00 AM to 8:00 AM. 2) Farmers are
ready to produce watermelons according to GAP standards. The farmers had a good
attitude towards standard practice and had knowledge of watermelon production in
accordance with GAP standards at a high level. 3) Farmers' problems in watermelon
production included inputs, planting areas, water resources, and prices. Farmers want
government agencies to impart knowledge and technology to reduce production costs,
as well as Productivity Marketing and Market Linking, and supplying water sources
for agriculture. 4) Guidelines for watermelon production management were the farmers
should practice in compliance with requirements and apply for certification of good
agricultural practice standards, guided by the Agricultural Extensionist. And Government
should be agencies promote and publicize the watermelon of Hat Samran District,
Trang Province to be well known.

Keywords: Watermelon production management, Good Agricultural Practices, Watermelon
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