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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) sunflower production
management of farmers in Khlong Ket sub-district, Khok Samrong district, Lopburi
province 2) internal and external factors of farmers' sunflower production
management 3) guidelines for farmers' quality sunflower production management.

This research is a quantitative and qualitative research. The population used
for a quantitative research were all farmers who produced sunflower in Khlong Ket sub-
district, Khok Samrong district, Lopburi province in 2020/2021, total 62 persons, by
getting information from Khok Samrong district Agriculture Office in 2021. The group of
informants for qualitative research consisted of 5 successful sunflower producers and 5
sunflower seed buyers, total 10 persons, and focus population group for group discussion
consisted of 5 producer farmers, 2 seed buyers and 1 Khoksamrong district agriculture
officer, total 8 persons. The tool used for quantitative research was a questionnaire with
open-ended and closed-ended questions, which divided into 3 parts: 1) the quality of
sunflower production management of farmers 2) factors affecting the quality of sunflower
production of farmers, 3) problems and obstacles to the management of quality sunflower
production for farmers. The tools used in the qualitative research were structured
interview forms and group dicussion recording forms. The issues of interviews and group
discussions were sunflower seeds quality required by the market and management
guidelines for the quality of sunflower production of farmers. Data analysis for
quantitative research was done by using descriptive statistics such as frequency,
mean, percentage and data analysis for qualitative research uses content analysis and
analysis of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats.

The results showed that; 1) The management of sunflower production by
farmers are; farmers use the Aquara 6 species, growing area in the upland, start
planting in September and water sources from rain, fog and soil moisture. Also found
root and root rot disease along with the pigeon to destroy. 2) internal factors of sunflower
production management are farmers have skills and experience in sunflower production,
there is crop area as much as they want, use the agricultural harvester, there are diseases,
insects and pigeons infestation, but most of the farmers are old and external factors of the
management of sunflower production by farmers are the market has a large demand for
production, sunflower is a supplementary crop, so the production may be suspended
when major economic crop tend to be profitable. 3) Guidelines for farmers' quality
sunflower production management consist of 4 aspects: proactive strategy by promoting
production, development strategy by promoting learning, defensive strategy by
creating a warning system for farmers and strategic strategies by developing a
learning system for farmers to learn continuously

Keywords: Sunflower, Quality sunflower, Sunflower production management
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