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Abstract

This research purposes to: (1) study the concepts, theory, and development of the
senate; (2) study the concepts, theory, and means for acquisition of senators, by comparing
with overseas countries; (3) analyze the problems regarding acquisition of senator and various
conditions causing problems; (4) propose the suitable suggestion for determination of the
rules on acquisition of Thai senators.

This qualitative research focuses on documentary research. The search and collection
were done on books, textbooks, documents, constitutions, and academic papers in relation to
senates, in the aspect of acquisitions of senators and authorities of senates in Thailand and
overseas countries, i.e., The United Stated of America, England, Germany, France, and Japan.

The results indicated that: (1) There is a long history of the bicameral system and
each country relies on the reasons for determining different senates pursuant to necessity and
suitability in the country, beginning from the establishment of England’s House of Lord due
to the history and domestic evolution. The multiple-state countries such as The United States
of America and Germany necessarily require bicameral system due to the nature of their state
establishment and the single-state countries employ the bicameral system for the different
mechanical objectives, e.g., the senate acting as the representative of local administrative
organization of France, the senate acting as the representative of peoples in Japan and
Thailand; (2) Each country employing the bicameral system tends to require the development
of forms and the means to acquire the senators which are more democratic but different from
Thailand which used to determine the forms to acquire the senators by means of direct
election but it was finally changed to cross election among the representatives from various
professions who become the candidate of the senator election. Furthermore, within the first 5
years, it was specified that the senators must come from designation; (3) the means to acquire
the senators under the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560 (A.D. 2017)
remain having several principle issues, regardless of the issue regarding inconsistency with
the democratic administration of the senators designated and inconsistency with the principles
of being peoples’ representative of the senators elected by cross election among the
representatives from various professions who become the candidate of the senator election.
Reflecting the actual ability to become the peoples’ representative requires universal suffrage
to be used in election system, i.e., the range of persons entitled to vote must be extremely
inclusive and must not be solely limited for the candidates; (4) it was proposed that the mean
of acquisition of senators of the Kingdom of Thailand which is associated with the peoples,
consisted of diversity of experts in each professional field, and independent from political
intervention, must be “Direct Election”. The entire area of the country must be defined as an
electoral constituency and the qualified candidates for election must be the representatives
coming from the prescribed professional groups.

Keywords: Universal suffrage, Representative of peoples, Senate, Senators
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