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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1) to study fundamental state of farmers in
Sakon Nakhon Province; (2) to study their knowledge and understanding of the process of
doing large agricultural land plot; (3) to study their need for the extension of large agricultural
land plot doing. And (4) to study their problems and suggestions on large agricultural land
plot doing.

The population in this study was 224 farmers who participated in the Extension
of Large Agricultural Land Plot Project in Sakon Nakhon Province. The 144 samples were
selected by random sampling methodology. The data were collected by interviewing the
studied farmers using an interview form. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data
by computer programs was frequency, percentage, mean, maximum value, minimum value,
and standard deviation.

The findings in this study were as follows: (1) most of the studied farmers were
male, with average age at 52.31, and educated at primary level. Their average number of
household member and household labor were 4.64, and 3.01 respectively. The agricultural
information sources from which they had received the information were government officials
who were personal media, training courses and demonstration which were group media,
exhibition and fair organizing which were mass media, and facebook which was information
technology (IT) media. They mostly had their own land. The average of their area which
participated in the project was 9.75 rai. Their average rice produce was 532.85 kg./rai. Their
average capital in rice production was 4,234.03 baht/rai, while the average of their total
income deriving from selling rice produce (in the production year 2014/2015) was 42,972.22
baht/family. (2 ) most of the studied farmers had knowledge and understanding of large
agricultural land plot doing at the highest/high level. (3 ) considering their need for the
extension of large agricultural land plot doing, it was found that they needed 3 types of
extension as follows: visiting at their plots which was a type of individual extension, setting
learning plots which was a type of group extension, and receiving agricultural information
from broadcasting tower in their community which was a type of mass extension. They
needed the extension of agricultural knowledge at the highest level in 3 aspects as follows: In
the aspect of production, they needed the extension of producing processed products; in the
aspect of marketing, they needed the extension of distributing channels and price
management, and in the aspect of knowledge procedure leading to large agricultural land plot
doing, they needed the extension of the outcome they got after participating in the project,
while in the aspect of supporting, they needed the extension of being supported from the ones
who managed large agricultural land plots. And (4) the studied farmers had problems on the
extension of large agricultural land plots doing, at low level, in the process leading to large
agricultural land plot doing, and they had problems in the aspects of supporting at the lowest
level.

Keywords: Agricultural Extension Need, Large Agricultural Land Plot, Sakon Nakhon
Province
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