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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study the following: 1) Operations of the
Sufficiency Economy Community Prototype Project of Ban Ton Na Lub, 2) farmers’
fundamental socio-economic circumstance in the Sufficiency Economy Community
Prototype Project of Ban Ton Na Lub, 3) farmers’ participation in the Sufficiency Economy
Community Prototype Project of Ban Ton Na Lub, 4) farmers’ problems and suggestions
regarding participation in the Sufficiency Economy Community Prototype Project of Ban
Ton Na Lub.

The population were 188 farmers participating in the Sufficiency Economy
Community Prototype Project of Ban Ton Na Lub. Simple random sampling was conducted
to obtain 128 farmers from list of farmers’ registration of the Office of Agriculture, Ban
Dung District, Udorn Thani Province in the year 2014 . Schedule interview and focus group
discussion were used for data collection. There were 10 key informants. Data was analyzed
by computer program. Statistics used included frequency, percentage, mean, maximum
value, minimum value, and standard deviation

Research findings: (1) The operation of the Sufficiency Economy Community
Prototype Project of Ban Ton Na Lub had started from community members looking for
activity to solve problems encountered by community members’ participation. Under
community’s tradition, culture, firm kinship system as well as leadership, the activity was
thus driven and successfully kept ongoing. However, they did not deny help from outside.
Support from government organization and the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives would certainly help them to be even stronger (2) The average age of the
farmers was 44.44 and 39.1% of them completed lower secondary school level. The average
number of their family member was 4.52 persons. The average number of earning family
member was 2.78 persons. Seventy — five percent of them had loaned from community’s
bank group. (3) Farmers’ participation in planning were found in medium level while their
participation in activity operation and receiving benefit, monitoring and evaluation were at
high level. (4) Overall of their problems and suggestions regarding farmers’ participation
were at the lowest level while activity operation, receiving benefit, monitor and evaluation
were at low level

Keywords: Participation, Sufficiency Economy, Community Prototype Project,
Ban Ton Na Lub , Udon Thani Province
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