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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) socio-economic of the
farmers who are members of the Heliconia cut flower producing group; (2) their
Heliconia production; (3) their marketing mix management ; and (4) problems and
guidelines for developing the group’s production and marketing mix management.

This study was a survey research, with questionnaires used as a tool for data
collection. Data were collected by interviewing all members, 6 farmers, of the
Heliconiaceae flower producing group at Thatakro Subdistrict, Thamuang District,
Kanchanaburi Province and a specific sampling of related stakeholders i.e. agricultural
research officer, agricultural extension officer, professor and exporters. The data were
analyzed in both quantitative analysis i.e. percentages, means and standard deviation, and
qualitative analysis i.e. classification and grouping.

The results showed that (1) most of the farmers were female with average age
of 59.8 years old, marriage, and graduated from primary school. Fifty percent of the
farmers owned their own land of 10 - 20 rai. (1 rai = 1.600 m?) The farmers grew
Heliconia as their routine work with 20 years experience and 83.3 % of them paid the
production cost of 10,001-50,000 Baht. They were members of only one Heliconia
growing group. (2) For Heliconia production, growing areas were suitable and the
varieties used were able to produce flowers around the year with both erect and drop
panicles. The Heliconia plants were planted on ridges and applied chemical fertilizer
formula 16-16-16 in the first and the second year of production. Furrow irrigation was
applied for the production. Pruning of Heliconia plants was conducted at harvest. Mice
and squirrels were found to be an important pest of Heliconia. The flowers were
harvested in the morning then they were cleaned, sorted by varieties and sizes before
packing and delivering to suppliers. (3) For marketing mix management i.e. product, the
group grew diverse varieties with high quality to meet market demand. Price, price of the
flowers was stable around the year, and the product quality had to reach the standard.
Marketing chanel, there were 2 channels of Heliconia flower selling, direct sales to
customers and through the middle man of export companies. For promotion, the group
met directly with customers, advertised by presenting information about fresh flower
utilization, promoted agricultural tourism, held exhibits at fairs and events and publicized
their products via newspapers, magazines and websites. (4) The main problems were
difficulty with Heliconia variety improvement, yield reduction and quality decline during
the hot season, limited demand in the market and insufficiency of market promotion
activities. Guideline for development is to introduce new varieties from overseas for the
variety improvement program and conduct the program continuously. In addition,
information of appropriate production techniques and financial support for more relevant
research should be provided.

Keywords: Production, Marketing mix management, Heliconia
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