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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) social and economic state
of farmers; 2 ) their knowledge and understanding of rubber production; 3 ) their
rubber production management; 4) their problems and suggestions about their
production and 5) factors relating to rubber product management.

The population in this study were all 1,920 farmers who already had
rubber products in Fao-Rai District, Nong Khai Province. Sample group were selected
by Taro Yamane method at error 0.05%. The data of sample group of 350 was
collected by random method. The instrument used to collect data was an interview
form. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by SPSS program was
frequency, percentage, maximum value, minimum value, standard deviation, and
Pearson's correlation coefficient.

The finding of this study were as follows: 1) The farmers were mostly
male, with average age 4 6 years. They were educated at primary school level. The
average quantity of household members was 4 -5 persons. The average quantity of
household members who worked in rubber production was 2 persons. Their main
occupation was farming. Rubber trees were grown in the area to which they had a
right to hold the title deeds. The average quantity of area was 2.72 hectares. They took
out loans from the bank of Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives, of which they
were members. The suggestion and persuasion of their neighbors and community
leaders were the reasons to decide to plant rubber trees. They still had plans to plant
rubber trees but had no plans to increase planting area. They never got any training.
They did not hire employees and had no social position. 2) 56.29 % of farmers had a
good knowledge and understanding about weed control, pruning, fertilization,
pathology, using chemicals and harvest, answering an average of 13 out of 21 items
correct. 3) Farmers implemented most practices regarding taking care, harvest and
selling. For taking care of rubber trees they used chemical fertilizers following the
suggestion and set up firebreaks before dry season. For harvest, farmers followed
good practice before harvest and did not harvest during leaf shed season. For selling,
they sold rubber production twice a month and then sold as bowl pattern. 4) The
important problems of rubber production management were the uncertain price of
rubber products, middleman forced the price down and expensive chemical fertilizers.
Government shall have price insurance policy to help. 5) Rubber production
management was related to knowledge and understanding of rubber production of
farmers with statistical significance.

Keywords: Rubber production management, Farmer, Fao Rai district,
Nong Khai Province
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