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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study 1) profile of Extension Officer in
the east; 2) their fundamental knowledge of plant protection by biocontrol; 3) their
learning needs of plant protection by biocontrol; and 4) To study relation between
education background and fundamental knowledge of plant protection by biocontrol.

The population in this study was 114 Extension officers who took
responsibility for plant protection. The data were collected by using questionnaires
with close-ended and open-ended questions. The statistical methodology used to
analyze the data by computer programs were frequency, percentage, minimum value,
maximum value, mean, standard deviation and ranking.

The findings of this study were as follows: 1) three-fourths of them were
educated at bachelor degree level and the average period of their being a civil servant
was 12.35 years. The degree of four-fifths of them was not in the same field as their
plant protection work, most of them took major in horticulture, and the average period
of their taking responsibility for plant protection was 2.6 years. Almost all of them
were the ones who took action in the plant protection work, and most of them used to
participated in trainng courses and seminars relating to the plant protection work less
than 6 times. 2) considering the studied their knowledge, it was found that more than
a half of them realized the meaning and the significance of plant protection by
biocontrol, plus the expansion, the utilization, and the conservation. 3) considering
their learning needs of plant protection by biocontrol, it was found that in the aspect
of trainers, they needed trainers at the highest level, especially trainers who were
officials from the agricultural technology extension centers in plant protection and
officials from related sectors which did research exactly into the plant protection by
biocontrol; in the aspect of content, they needed at high level in 4 issues, these were
the meaning and the significance of plant protection by biocontrol, the expansion, the
utilization, and the conservation; in the aspect of channels, they needed, at high level,
officials from the agricultural technology extension centers in plant protection,
training courses, seminars, and field studies. And 4 ) they faced ptoblems with the
classification of natural pests, and they had to take responsibility for too many duties.
They made a suggestion that workshop training courses should have been set
regularly.

Keywords: Learning of Extension Officer, Plant Protection by Biocontrol, the East
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