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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study 1) social and economic
fundamental state of farmers who adopted organic substance utilization in crop
production; 2) their knowledge sources, knowledge, and opinions on organic
substance utilization in crop production; 3) their adoption on organic substance
utilization in crop production; 4) their problems and suggestions on organic substance
utilization in crop production.

The population in this study was 3,500 farmers who participated in the
project on organic substance utilization extension and chemical substance utilization
reduction in crop production in Songkhla Province. 193 samples were selected by
using simple random sampling methodology. The data were collected by using
structured questionnaires. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by
computer programs were frequency, percentage, mean, maximum value, minimum
value, and standard deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: 1) most of the studied farmers
were male. Their average age was 53.35 years. They were educated at primary level.
Their average number of labor was 2.84 persons. They were a member/client of the
Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. In 2015, their average total
income was 126,137.37 baht consisting of their average income derivimg from
agricultural sectors and from non-agricultural sectors were 77,487.05 baht and
47,199.48 baht respectively. 89.1% of them had their own agricultural area. 2) The
studied farmers had been transferred knowledge from many sources of knowledge
was at medium level. And they agreed with using organic substance at high level. 3)
their adoption on organic substance utilization in practice was at high level, the issues
which they practiced at the highest level were compost production using Super LDD1
substance to push the growth of crops faster. And 4) the studied farmers faced
problems at medium level with crop tribe seeds which were hard to find to produce
fresh fertilizer. They suggested that they should have been supported or supplied with
materials and equipment in utilizing organic substances, government sectors should
have set training courses and field studies to increase their knowledge regularly, and
made public their crops which were grown-up from utilizing organic substances.

Keywords: Adoption, Organic Substance, Songkhla Province
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