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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to 1) study the socio-economic status
of farmers; 2) their Khonkao mushroom production management; 3) their Khonkao
mushroom marketing mix management; 4) their Khonkao mushroom costs and returns;
and 5) problems and suggestions for the development of Khonkao mushroom production.

This research was a survey research. The population consisted of 37 small-scale
farmers in Ubon Ratchathani Province who produce Khonkao mushrooms. Data were
collected using an interview form consisting of both closed-ended and open-ended
questions. Quantitative data were analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean and
standard deviation. Qualitative data were analyzed using typological analysis.

The results showed that 1) for the socio-economic status, most of farmers
were male, had an average age of 43.73 years old, had finished primary school, had
8.46 years of experience in producing mushroom, and had an average of 4.43 family
members in the household. The majority of local farmers produced mushrooms as
their primary occupation and owned their land, with an average of 1.59 rai/farm
(1rai = 1,600 m?). Their farm locations were very suitable for mushroom production.
2) There were two patterns in the production management: producing mycelium and
growing/harvesting mushroom pins, and bought mycelium culture from elsewhere.

3) For marketing mix management, there were high demands for the farmers’ products,
products were in good quality, prices of products could be set by the farmers, products
were mainly sold in the local area, and there were no marketing promotion. 4) Cost/return
analysis showed that the costs for farmers who produced their own mycelium were
4.79 baht per substrate unit and the profits were 15.35 baht per substrate unit of
mushrooms. The costs for farmers who bought mycelium culture were 5.98 baht per
substrate unit and the profits were 10.99 baht per substrate unit. 5) The problems and
suggestions for the development of mushroom production were stated as followed.

(1) Farmers were lack of knowledge in marketing mix management. Therefore,
responsible departments need to provide training for the farmers. ( 2) Substrate
materials for mushroom culture were expensive. The suggested approach was to
search for alternative substrate materials. (3) Tropical white mushroom strains and
spores were poor in quality. The suggestion was to find high-quality mycelium
cultures. ( 4) There was a spread of pathogens and insect pests. The suggested
approach was to plan the sanitary system and protection for pathogens and insects.

Keywords: Khonkao mushroom production management,
Khonkao mushroom marketing mix, Cost and return of Khonkao mushroom
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