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Thesis title:  Farmer Readiness for an Extension of Duck Production under Contract
Farming in the Eastern Region of Thailand

Researcher: Mr. Boonchai Taokhet; ID: 2579001161,

Degree: Master of Agriculture (Agricultural Extension and Development);

Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Sunan Seesang, Associate Professor;

(2) Dr. Monticha Putsakum, Associate Professor;Academic year: 2015

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the socio-economic
backgrounds of farmers, (2) duck farm management by famers, (3) costs and returns of duck
production, (4) famer potentials for duck production under contract farming, (5) duck
production adhering to farm standardization by farmers, and (6) farmer problems on
duck production.

The population of this study were 112 registered farms in the eastern
region of Thailand who had duck production with an amount of 2,000 or more per
raising cycle. The data were collected from the total population without random
sampling by using an interviewed questionnaire and analyzed by a computerized
program to calculate frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, minimum and
maximum values.

The research results showed that (1) the majority of interviewed farmers
were male with an average age of 49.94 years and finished primary education. The
averages of family members and labors were 3.57 and 3.46 persons. The averages of
annual farm income (excluding the income of duck production), non-farm income,
and the total farm income were 98,701.43, 67,247.37, and 165,948.8 baht respectively,
while the annual farming expenses were 45,120.95 baht. (2) The averages of farm size,
number of farm house, and number of duck per raising cycle were 8.24 rai (1 rai =
1,600 square meters), 1.56 houses, and 3,964.83 ducks. All of those houses were
evaporation cooling system and the majority of farmers were not depended on any
companies by purchasing feeds and ducklings from general sellers. The averages of
raising cycle and break time were 46.79 and 27.79 days. (3) An average of
production cost per raising cycle was 1,523,703.39 baht while the return was an
average of 1,819,917.42 baht. (4) The potential of duck Production under contract
farming, the majority of them had the readiness in all aspects, except a few of them
were needed to have a little improvement. (5) Most of farmers had performed duck
production adhering to farm standardization in almost every aspects. (6) The famers
had problems in duck production at the “moderate” level of six aspects and at “ a little”
level of four aspects.

Keywords: Extension of duck production, Contract farming, Eastern region of Thailand
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