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Abstract

This independent study aims 1) to investigate background, principles, concepts, and
theories relating to the protection of rights of accused or defendants in criminal case in case of
court-appointed lawyers, 2) to study the principles of law relating to the protection of rights of
accused or defendants in criminal case in case of court-appointed lawyers, and 3) to find the
solutions of the problems in the protection of rights of accused or defendants in criminal case in
case of court-appointed lawyers.

This study is qualitative research. The method for collecting data is
documentary research by studying laws in the forms of codes of Acts, Royal Acts, Royal
Decree, rules, regulations, provisions, and stipulations including research, books, texts,
articles, theses, and documents in various formats.

The findings showed that, 1) the provisions of the constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand and the law of criminal procedure in foreign countries and in Thailand have the rights to
allow the accused to defend fully. Meanwhile, there are the provisions prohibiting for determining
the truth in an illegitimate manner, for example, the interrogation of accused in the inquiry stage or
the adjudication by using the evidence in court and so on. Therefore, the accused, the suspects, and
the defendants have the rights to receive the legal assistance according to the code of criminal
procedure, section 134/1, section 173 to defend fully based on the principle of human rights to
protect the rights of these accused and defendants to gain the faimess in all steps of the process of
justice. 2) The protection of the rights of the accused and the defendants in the criminal cases in case
of providing the court-appointed lawyers for legal assistance in the United States and England has
the differences of court-appointed lawyer systematization from Thailand in terms of determining the
types of lawyers with a particular expertise case, the remunerations based on the types of cases, the
experiences in lawyer practices, the payment based on the nature of the contact for requesting to be a
court-appointed lawyer. Meanwhile, the court-appointed lawyer systematization in Thailand has not
been determined the qualifications of lawyers, the experiences in lawyer practices including the
remunerations with difficulties. 3) the laws relating to the protection of the rights of the accused and
the defendants should be considered amend, in case of providing the court-appointed lawyers for
legal assistance, in order to be clear that will result in the protection of the rights of the accused and
the defendants in the criminal cases to be truly effective.

Keywords: Protection of rights, Defendants, Criminal Cases, court-appointed lawyers
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