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Thesis title: Agricultural Extension Needs of Pineapple Production by Farmers in
Nong khai Province
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Degree:Master of Agriculture (Agricultural Extension and Development);

Thesis advisors: (1) Associate Professor Dr.Benchamas Yooprasert;

(2) Associate Professor Dr. Paranee Tangwiwat; Academic year:2015

Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study the following: (1) the socio-
economic characteristics of the pineapple farmers; (2) the pineapple production
condition; (3) knowledge about pineapple production of the farmers; (4) agricultural
extension needs of the farmers; (5) problems and suggestions of the farmers about
pineapple production.

The population were 766 registered farmers as pineapple producers with
Nong Khai Provincial Agricultural Extension Office. Simple random sampling was
used to obtain 130 respondents. Data were gathered through interviews using a
questionnaire. Percentages, means, and standard deviation were used in statistical
analysis.

The results indicated that: (1) most farmers were male; with an average
age of 51.49 years, completed primary education (Grade 4) and had 9.23 years of
experience. They had their own land and their agriculture holding land area was 6.53
rai/household on average. Last year, their agricultural income and off farm incomes
were 363,730.77 and 19,153.85 baht/ household respectively. (2) Sandy loam were
most classified as their soil texture, primary and secondary tillage were practiced to
prepare farm soil, all pineapple planted were Smooth Cayenne. Double row planting
was handled; organic fertilizer as well as 21-0-0, 46-0-0 and 0-0-60 chemical
fertilizer were applied; Bromacil was used to control weed. The harvesting time
averaged 16.26 months, the fruits were delivered to an industrial plant within 1-2
days. The majority had knowledge about pineapple production, especially in
harvesting and post-harvest management. (4) The farmers’ needs for agricultural
extension services were ranked from the most to the least as follows: inputs
supporting; technology contents about planting methods and caring; and farm visiting.
(5) The problems commonly found were planting and caring of their pineapple farm
as a whole..

Keywords: Pineapple Production, Agricultural Extension Needs, Nong Khai Province
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