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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study (1) social and economic state of farmers
who were registered and data updated for agricultural extension in Mukdahan Province; (2) their
opinions on the suitability of the registration and the data update; ( 3 ) their problems and
suggestions on the registration and the data update; and (4) guidelines on the data usage from the
registration and the data update for agricultural extension.

The population in this study was farmers who were registered and data updated for
agricultural extension in Mukdahan Province. The information received from the Department of
Agricultural Extension stated that there were 60,801 farmers in 7 districts, 52 sub-districts
classifying by their agricultural activities individually in 2015. The 156 samples were selected
from these farmers using simple random sampling methodology, plus 7 officials who took
responsibility for the registration work, 1 person from 1 district. The data were collected by
interviewing the studied samples and focus group discussion. The statistical methodology used to
analyze the data by computer programs were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
minimum value, and maximum value.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) more than a half of the studied
samples were male. Their average age was 54 years. They were educated at primary level. Their
average number of household member was 2.51 persons. Most of them were a rice farmer. Their
average agricultural area was 14.40 rai and it was their own land. They had generally done more
than 1 agricultural activity in their area, nevertheless, they had done rice farming most, and it was
usually in their homeland. The average income deriving from farming of most of them was
64,129.47 baht/year. Almost a half of them sat on a village committee and were a client of the
Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Co-Operatives. About one-third of them had known about
the registration from their local leaders and most of them used to participate in a government
project, almost a half of them used to participate in the income guarantee project for farmers in
2009/2010, and most of them used to get advantages from participating in government projects
adhering to government policies. ( 2 ) considering their opinions on the suitability of the
registration, it was generally found that the registration and the data update of farmers in
Mukdahan Province for agricultural extension was suitable at high level, and they stated that the
most suitable issue was advantages they got and the duty practice of related officials. (3 )
considering their problems and suggestions, it was found that more than a half of them did not
understand the principles and conditions of the registration, and they suggested that the related
officials should have made them clear. And (4) considering the guidelines on the data usage, it
was found that the data should have been used in 3 issues, these were 1) being the database in the
operation adhering to government policies and measures in the aspect of production, marketing,
extension, support the production factors, and classifying them adhering to the target group; 2 )
being the database in planning projects/activities and agricultural extension in multiple
dimensions; and 3) being the database in monitoring and evaluating the operation adhering to
government policies/activities efficiently.

Keywords: Registration and Data Update of Farmers for Agricultural Extension
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Reliability Statistics

Cronbach's Alpha

Cronbach's Alpha Based on

Standardized Items

N of Items

.879

918

50

Item Statistics

Mean Std. Deviation N
o 7 A ]
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o g A 9
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Mean Std. Deviation N
VupeuazIEmsduiuam 7o 1 4.70 801 20
VumoutazIEmsduiiuaL 70 2 4.40 1.095 20
Tuaounaz T MIAuTiuL 70 3 4.65 671 20
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sz Tem i 1850 4o 1 455 686 20
U5z Teanii 185 7o 2 4.85 366 20
sz Temii 1850 4o 3 475 444 20
e Tonii 185y 7o 4 475 550 20
sz Temii 1850 7o 5 3.70 1.689 20
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malfiRauvesdihiiiinetes 4o 2 4.50 761 20
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