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Thesis title: The Impact of Alien Fishing Industry Workers in the Pak Nam Area of Rayong
Province on Local Security and Politics

Researcher: Mr. Peera Ratanavijit; Degree: Master of Political Science (Politics and

Government); Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Rungpong Jayanama, Associate Professor; (2) Rosalin

Siriyaphan, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2009

Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the impact of alien fishing industry
workers in the Pak Nam area of Rayong Province on local security and politics.

The sample population consisted of 22 local politicians, bureaucrats and private
sectors involved in alien fishing industry workers in the Pak Nam area of Rayong Province. Data
were collected using group interview forms and analyzed using content analysis.

The results showed that (1) alien fishing industry workers had very little impact on
political security, socio-psychological security, and energy and environmental technology and
science security, but they had a strong impact on economic security because they were a factor of
production that helped generate revenue. (2) Alien fishing industry workers had an impact on two
aspects of local politics: the political situation and competition among local politicians. In terms
of the political situation, they had an impact on equality, citizens’ participation, legal equality,
ability to follow government policies, conflicts between groups, differences and specialization
between institutions, and social grouping. In terms of competition among local politicians, they
had an impact on acquisition of power, esteem of local politicians, enforcement of alien labor
laws, and ability to hold on to power. Alien fishing industry workers had a major impact on local
politics in terms of voter bases among fishing enterprises and the general public. Local politicians
receive fewer votes from those fishing entrepreneurs with a large number of Thai workers
because at present they hire mainly alien workers who have no voting rights instead of Thai
workers. Local politicians have issued stricter rules because there are large numbers of immigrant
workers who are not properly registered. Alien fishing industry workers are often used as tools by

local politicians and business people to seek for their interests.

Keywords: Impact, alien fishing industry workers, security, local politics, Rayong
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highly permeable situation, implementation is generally held accountable of policy failures)
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