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Abstract

The objectives of this independent study were study background and
conceptual theory about the principle of freedom of public assembly, study criterions
and conditions of the exercise of the freedom of public assembly according to The
Public Assembly Act BE 2558 compared with the public assembly law of foreign
countries, and study issues and impacts in enforcement of The Public Assembly Act
BE 2558 on the right to freedom of assembly for propose guidelines to amendment
The Public Assembly Act BE 2558.

This Independent study is a qualitative research by studying from
documents, books, articles, theses, publications, and other media related, both of
Thailand and foreign countries.

The findings indicated that previously, Thailand has no law on public
assembly. The competent official had to apply provisions in various laws to enforce
public assembly, nevertheless, in the enforcement with various laws the Competent
Official regardless of right of freedom of assembly which prescribed by constitution
and merely intended to stop assembly. Therefore, The Public Assembly Act BE 2558
has enacted to define the extent for exercising public assembly and consistent
application of relevant legislation with the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR). However, The provisions may pose issues in enforcement
due to the definition of the assembly manager regardless of the fact that who handle
assembly forsooth, establishing a prohibition of assembly in some place that cannot
resolve the issue of demonstrators to government representative of citizens and does
not prescribe criteria about public march explicitly. This may result in enforcement.
Consequently, The Act must be amened for decreasing the problem for enforcement
and supporting truly freedom in assembly.

Keywords: Assembly, Public assembly, right and freedom
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