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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: 1) the economic and social background
of strawberry farmers in the study area; 2) their Good Agricultural Practice (GAP) production
process for strawberry; 3) strawberry marketing; 4) strawberry production and marketing
problems; and 5) recommendations for developing the strawberry production system and
marketing.

This research used surveying approach to collect the data from 50 strawberry
growers in Borkaew Sub-district, Samoeng District, Chiang Mai Province. An interview
questionnaire was used to collect the data. The data were analyzed by using frequency,
average, and percentage.

The results of the study are concluded as follows: 1) average age of the farmers
was 41 years, educational background was from primary school to secondary school levels,
the farmers were encouraged to grow strawberries by extension officials, and more than
half of the farmers learned how to grow strawberries by themselves. Most of the farmers
have been earning less than 200,000.00 baht per year from agriculture and spending less
than 100,000.00 baht per year for household expenses. The sources of funding for farming
are loans from the Bank of Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives and using their own
savings. Average size of the strawberry farm was 2.20 rai (1 rai=1,600 m?). Average years
of experience of strawberry growing of the farmers was 2.66 years; 2) strawberry production
process according to good agricultural practice. More than half the farmers used water that
did not pass through the community and stables. Most areas do not always produce a litter,
chemical plant or animal farms. The storage of agricultural chemicals from residential
segregation into categories and stored together. Farmers used chemicals follow by
neighboring farmers and agricultural extension officers. Read the chemical label before
used. Harvesting 5 days after chemical spraying or by the number of days specified on the
label after spraying. Products was keep in well air ventilation and placed them in a pile on
the substrate. 3) regarding to the strawberry marketing, most consumers favored the Royal 80
variety strawberry, followed by Number 329 strawberry. And most of the farmers were
selling their strawberries to a middle man at their farm. The farmers were in groups for
marketing their strawberries, however the price was still influenced by the middle man and
based on the size of the berries. Price of strawberry for fresh consumption was 80.54 baht
per kilogram and 42.80 baht per kilogram for industrial use; 4) the problems of strawberry
production were lack of sources of funding and higher costs of production input. Problems
of strawberry marketing were the price of strawberry was low and the farmers lacked
bargaining power; and 5) for development of strawberry production and marketing it was
recommended to encourage the farmers to work together to set up a farmer group in order
to develop a production and marketing plan together, to share knowledge and technology,
to improve production standards and production area identity development, and lastly, to
set up a standard for strawberry price based on the quality.

Keywords: Strawberry production, Strawberry marketing, GAP
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