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Thesis title: The Building of Political Power Bases by Local Politicians: A Case Study of the Municipality
and Sub-district Administrative Organizations in Khiri Mat District, Sukhothai Province

Researcher: First Lieutenant (appointed) Mongkol Ketprathum; Degree: Master of Political Science

(Politics and Government); Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Senee Comsook, Associate Professor; (2) Thapanat

Prom-in, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2009

Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the steps in the process of building political
power bases by local politicians in Khiri Mat District, Sukhothai Province; and (2) factors that affected the
building of political power bases by local politicians in Khiri Mat District, Sukhothai Province.

This was a qualitative research based on a sample of 24 people, consisting of 6 local
politicians in the municipal area and 18 local politicians in Sub-district Administrative Organizations. Data
were collected using an in-depth interview form and analyzed using descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) there were 4 steps in the process of building political power bases
used by local politicians in Khiri Mat District, Sukhothai Province. For the pre-election step, the politicians
spent their time joining in social activities, village gatherings, and religious ceremonies to secure supporters.
During campaign time, the politicians started their campaigns by speaking to their immediate families,
relatives and friends and then broadened their circles. For the post-election step, they used their powers to
set policies, revise old policies, fulfill their election promises to develop the community, and meet the needs
of their constituents. For the re-election preparation step, the local politicians continued to regularly
coordinate with their supporters and joined in more social activities to find new supporters. (2) Six factors
were identified that affected the building of political power bases by local politicians in Khiri Mat District,
Sukhothai Province. First, the family factor was a fundamental factor that supported the politicians resulting
in their success in elections. Second, the extended family and relations factor was the second most
important factor that supported their success. Next, the friends factor helped the politicians in their
campaign and ,thus, won more votes in their elections. Another factor that was both an internal and external
factor was the factor of influential people who gave their patronage to the politicians, especially national-
level politicians, members of Cabinet, or high-ranking provincial bureaucrats. Next, people to whom the
politicians gave their patronage or who owed obligations to the politicians were a factor that helped them
earn votes in their constituents, including villages and houses. Lastly, the factor of campaign funding, which
usually came from the politicians’ families or patrons, was another supporting factor leading to their success

in elections and in their careers.

Keywords: Building political power bases, Local politicians, Sukhothai
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