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Abstract

This research has objectives to study (1) the economic and social
conditions of the famers (2) knowledge of pest management in rice fields (3) pests
management method in paddy field of the famer, and (4) problems and suggestions
for pest management in paddy field of the farmer.

This study was observes research. The population of the research were 239
cases The data were collected via a questionnaire and analyze by using a statistic
program involving frequency, percentage, minimum, maximum, mean, and standard
deviation.

The research found that there were more female agriculturists than male
(54.8%), age between 51 — 60 years. Most agriculturists graduated at primary school
level and had rice farming experiences between 21 — 30 years. Household incomes
were between 100,001 baht to 200,000 baht per year, with average production cost at
4,014.28 baht per rai. In major rice season most agriculturists grew Suphanburi-1
Rice, which possessed paddy fields between 11rais to 20 rais. Both household and
hired labour were used between 1 to 2 persons. Most agriculturists were the customers
of BAAC, used as their main loan source. The key paddy pests found included
bakanae disease, stem borers, birds, and barnyard grass. Chemicals were applied most
to eliminate such issues.The average expenses to manage each type of rice pests, i.e.,
rice diseases, rice insect pests, and paddy weeds, were 20.30, 53.97, and337.56 baht
per rai, respectively. Government officers were regarded as the biggest source of
information for the agriculturists. Focusing on paddy pest management, it was found
that most agriculturists had investigated paddy pests before they decided to choose
control and elimination. Unfortunately, they relied on chemicals, which could not
control and eliminate paddy pests indeed. The agriculturists still lacked of knowledge
of pest management, especially pest classification and correct methods of pest
management. However, the agriculturists proposed their requirements for knowledge
and effective methods of paddy pest control and elimination. Thus, guidelines on
successful paddy pest management should emerge from fine pest management
patterns that emphasize on the cooperation among agriculturists, officers, and
involved agencies in order to be the role models for other communities to take similar
actions in the future.

Keywords: Rice, Pest management, Rice Disease, Weed
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