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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the demographics of farmers in Pasang
District, Lamphun Province; (2) longan production conditions in the study area; (3) sources of
information about longan production that farmers were exposed to; (4) the satisfaction of
Agricultural Learning Center (ALC) members and trainees and their demand for different
activities; and (5) the ALC’s work process, factors that affected it, problems, strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities and threats.

The sample population consisted of 40 members of the Pasang District ALC in Lamphun
Province and 104 farmers who participated in a training session to increase the productivity of farmers
affected by drought in 2015/2016, chosen through simple random sampling. Data were collected using an
interview form and statistically analyzed using computer software to calculate frequency, percentage,
mean, maximum, minimum and standard deviation. In addition, a focus group discussion was held with
13 district level ALC board members and 10 related officials, using SWOT analysis.

The results showed that 1) of the samples of ALC members and training attendees,
respectively, 55.0% and 51.9% were male, average age 54.23 and 50.88, highest education level was
primary school (60.0% and 67.31%), average number of household members was 3.85 and 3.53, were
members of other institutions (85.0% and 66.3%), did not hold social positions (77.5% and 31.7%),
average number of household farm laborers 1.98 and 2.17, did not hire laborers (47.5% and 39.42%),
had borrowed money (75.0% and 76.0%), listed agriculture as their primary occupation (42.5% and
51.0%), had planted longans on an average of 0.64 and 0.61 hectares, and did not rent land (80.0% and
83.6%). 2) Of the samples of ALC members and training attendees, respectively, they had on average
10.85 and 11.84 years of experience growing longan, their trees were on average 14.75 and 14.52 years
old, some had their own shallow water source (90.0% and 39.4%), they produced on average 1,403.76
and 1,704.13 kg of longan per 1,600 m?, sold their longan to a middleman (87.5% and 83.7%), and had
experienced drought (62.5% and 21.2%). 3) of the samples of ALC members and training attendees,
respectively, the average scores on a Rankin scale for source of knowledge about longan growing were
as follows: from an individual 2.93 and 2.99; from a group 3.09 and 3.37; and from the mass media
2.68 and 2.88. 4) Of the samples of ALC members and training attendees, respectively, they gave
average satisfaction scores for the ALC components of 4.16 and 3.65. Their level of demand for
activities was rated thus: additional knowledge transfer 3.57 and 3.38; investment in shares 3.35 and
3.11; registration as a community enterprise 3.40 and 3.07; support in the form of factors of production
4.13 and 4.29; and (highest level of demand) assistance via projects, 4.15 and 4.32. 5) The ALC’s work
process consisted of technology transfer, service provision, and work integration. Factors that affected
it were the knowledge and expertise of ALC owners, the demonstration fields (orchards) that could
really be used in practice, the relevance of the training course content that met the needs of the
community, the learning base that could be adapted to new innovations, ALC members’ and board
members’ attention to participating in the activities, integration with related agencies and local
organizations, and a continuous policy and financial support from the government sector. The ALC’s
strengths were that the owners were hard working and had a desire to learn, and the ALC was located
in a community that was easy to reach. The ALC’s weaknesses were that the entrance was narrow and
there were not enough parking spaces. The ALC’s opportunities were support from allied organizations
and receipt of a budget for improvements. The major threat to the ALC was a lack of integration with
local organizations and allied agencies.

Keywords: Developmental for Agricultural Learning Center, Pa sang District, Lamphun Province
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