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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) socio-economic and
fundamental individual condition of farmers in Nan Province (2) cultivated banana
production condition of farmers (3) problems and recommendations of farmers (4) the
extension needs of cultivated banana production by farmers in Thapla District,
Uttraradit Province.

Studied population consisted of a number of 856 cultivated banana farmers
earlier registered as farmers. By simple random sampling, 165 farmers were selected
to be the sample group. Data was collected by interview and analyzed by computer
program. In data analysis, statistics used were frequency, percentage, minimum value,
maximum value, mean, standard deviation and ranking.

Results of the study: (1) Most of the farmers were male and finished
primary school level. Their average number of family member was 3.86 persons.
Their average experience in cultivated banana production was 10.43 years. They
formed up in groups, mostly with relatives and neighbors to sell banana to processing
factory. Their average income received from cultivated banana production was 48,000
baht/year. Their average production cost was 1,121.63 baht/rai. (2) Most of them used
mix cropping in slope area without land ownership and water source. Outbreak
diseases found in banana were panama disease and stock weevil. (3) Production
problems included market for banana, method and extension channel, as well as care.
It was recommended that the public sector should look after marketing, product price
and processing aspect. (4) Extension needs by farmers were marketing and care
knowledge through official staff using different media i.e. manual, video, internet,
how to practice by demonstration, lecture and study visit respectively. From the study,
recommendations were made on (1) promotion of production knowledge, marketing
and prevention of diseases and insects (2) less application of chemical substance (3)
promotion of processing to add value (4) preparation of manual, video of cultivated
banana production and (5) official work unit to transfer knowledge by organizing
workshop training.

Keywords: Extension, cultivated banana, Uttraradit Province
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