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Thesis title: A Comparison of the Songkran Tradition of the Mon Community at Jedrew Sub-District,
Ban Phaeo District, Samut Sakhon and the Mon Community at Ko Kret Sub-District, Pak
Kret District, Nonthaburi

Researcher: Miss Sudjai Kaewwaew; Degree: Master of Arts (Thai Studies);

Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Chitra Veeraburinon, Associate Professor; (2) Dr. Sudjit Janenoppakanjana,

Assistant Professor; (3) Dr.Prachid Wamanonda, Professor Academic year: 2008

Abstract

The objectives of this research were two-fold: (1) to study the history of, and (2) to
compare the Songkran Tradition of the Mon Community at Jedrew Sub-District, Ban Phaeo District,
Samut Sakhon and the Mon Community at Ko Kret Sub-Disctrict, Pak Kret District, Nonthaburi. The
sampling group was the Mons of both communities. The instruments used were documentary and
field research-participant observation and in-depth interviews. The population was by sampling. Data
analysis was carried out by interpreting with social theory. The results of this research will be
explained in descriptive analysis form.

The results of this research were: (1) the history of the Songkran Tradition of the Mon
Community at Jedrew Sub-District, Ban Phaeo District, Samut Sakhon and the Mon Community at Ko
Kret Sub-District, Pak Kret District, Nonthaburi was significant for Mon people. The Songkran day
was a New Year Day celebration by Solar calendar which lasted for 3 days. The first day was called
“Wan Ma-Ha Songkran”, the second day “Wan Nau"; and the third day “Wan Tha-Lueng Sok". The
Mons had a great celebration. The formal rites of Mon's Songkran Tradition were Hae Koa Chae and
Hae Tong Ta-Kab originated in the past; (2) The Songkran Tradition of the two Mon Communities
resembled the original one from the past. The Mon community at Jedrew Sub-District, Ban Phaeo
District, Samut Sakhon did not have the Hae Koa Chae ceremony. Songkran Tradition in both

communities will gradually change according to the economics and social conditions.

Keywords: A comparative study, Songkran Tradition, Mon Community
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