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Thesis title: Political Conflict Solution Concept of Phra Brahmagunabhorn ( P.A.Payutto )
Researcher: Senior Colonel Manop Khaosa-ard; Degree: Master of Political Science
(Politics and Government); Thesis advisors: Rosalin Siriyaphan, Associate Professor;

Dr.Rungpong Jayanama, Associate Professor; Academic year: 2009

Abstract

This study investigates the concept of political conflict solution in the view of Phra
Brahmagunabhorn (P.A. Payutto).

This was a qualitative research using documentation from Phra Brahmagunabhorn’s
writings, lectures, and papers from seminars, including political papers written by other Buddhist
monks in Thailand. Data analysis employed content analysis and descriptive writing.

Findings revealed that there were three major concepts of Phra Brahmagunabhorn
(P.A. Payutto) for political conflict solution. Firstly, there are two Buddhist principles of 1)
Ariyasaj (the Four Noble Truths) concerning understanding the state of the conflict, causes of the
conflict, the state of cessation, and ways of emancipation; and 2) Machchimapatipatha (the
Middle Path) concerning adherence to the righteousness of Dharma, refraining from bias or a one-
sided view of the conflict, and non attachment to self-centeredness. Secondly, the sociological
concept of democracy that sees conflicts as a natural occurrence that can be of benefit by
promoting an exchange of views and learning, and can contribute to creative solutions for societal
improvement. Lastly, it was found that his view was also scientific, basing decisions on reasoning

and differentiation of facts from values.

Keywords: concept, solution, political conflict, Phra Brahmagunabhorn (P.A.Payutto)
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