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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to construct and verify quality of an
online instrument to assess professional nursing skills based on Thai Qualifications
Framework for Higher Education in the Bachelor’s Degree Program in Nursing of
private institutions in the Northeastern Region.

The research process comprised two stages. Stage 1 was the construction
of an instrument to assess professional nursing skills. The researcher synthesized
professional nursing skills from a study of documents and related research studies,
then conducted a focus group discussion involving 15 nursing instructors to determine
the appropriateness of the synthesized professional nursing skills for nursing students.
Stage 2 was the quality verification of the constructed instrument to assess
professional nursing skills which comprised the following activities: (1) verification
of content validity of the instrument by three experts who determined its I0C index;
(2) verification of construct validity of the instrument by conducting confirmatory
factor analysis; the research sample consisted of 364 fourth year nursing students
from private institutions in the Northeastern Region during the 2016 academic year,
obtained by cluster sampling; and (3) verification of reliability of the instrument by
finding Pearson product-moment correlation between assessment results of two
evaluators who assessed 16 nursing students; and finally, the researcher transformed
the constructed instrument into an online instrument to assess professional nursing
skills.

Research findings revealed that (1) the constructed online instrument to
assess professional nursing skills covered the assessment of professional nursing skills
in four standards containing 12 indicators; the four professional nursing standards
were on (1.1) knowledge and ability concerning the nursing process; (1.2) knowledge
and ability concerning health enhancement and disease prevention; (1.3) knowledge
and ability concerning health-care of patients on a continuous basis; and (1.4) general
nursing practice craftsmanship and skills or techniques; and (2) the constructed
instrument to assess professional nursing skills had content validity as shown by the
I0C of 1.00 for every test item; it also had construct validity as shown by results of
confirmatory factor analysis that the synthesized assessment model fitted empirical
data at the acceptable criteria; and finally, it had reliability coefficient of .87.

Keywords: Professional Nursing Skill, Online Assessment Instrument, Thai
Qualifications Framework for Higher Education
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