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Abstract

The purposes of this research were (1) to construct a scale to measure life
and career skills in the 21st Century of lower secondary students in schools under the
Secondary Education Service Area Office 39; and (2) to verify quality of the developed
scale to measure life and career skills in the 21st Century of lower secondary students
in schools under the Secondary Education Service Area Office 39.

The research sample consisted of 200 lower secondary students from 12
schools under the Secondary Education Service Area Office 39 during the 2017
academic year, obtained by multi-stage sampling. The developed research instrument
was a scale to measure life and career skills in the 21st Century of lower secondary
students. Quality verification of the developed scale was undertaken by finding its
content validity, discriminating power, and reliability.

Research findings revealed that (1) the developed scale to measure life and
career skills in the 21st Century was a 5-scale structured observation form containing
30 items with scoring rubric for each item; the scale covered five aspects, namely,
flexibility and self-adjustment, creative thinking and self-direction, social and cultural
exchange skills, productivity and accountability, and leadership and responsibility; and
(2) the developed scale to measure life and career skills in the 21st Century had content
validity as shown by the 10C ranging from .60 — 1.00; its discriminating power was
indicated by results of the t-test which was significant at the .01 level; reliability
coefficients of the five aspects of the scale were .82, .80, .66, .78, and .62, respectively;
and finally, reliability coefficient of the whole scale was .89.

Keywords: Scale Development, Scale to Measure Life and Career Skills, Mathayom
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