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Abstract

The objectives of this research were: 1) to study the beliefs and roles of the
Ganesha towards people and: 2) to study the rites form and the symbols performed by
the people towards the Ganesha.

The research methods used in this study were documentary research. The
field survey was based on interview and observation. Sample groups consisted of 10
Brahmans and Ganesha gurus, 42 Ganesha worshippers at the shrine, 6 officers and
venders selling oblation at the shrine. Descriptive analysis was used.

The results were as follow: 1) most people coming to worship the Ganesha
at the shrine believed that Ganesha was the god of success the god of arts and the
sacred item and amulet, respectively. The foundation of their belief was from
Brahman’s hearsay, books, their own experiences and the old beliefs. The Ganesha’s
primary roles in the worshipper’s lives were in order from more to be as follow:
grénting success to heip make the worshipper’s life better and to have more
confidence in themselves. Secondly, Ganesha was considered the god of arts who
could grant accomplishment and glory. Thirdly, he was considered the god of safety
and good luck. 2) Rituals performed by Ganesha devotees were paying respect the as
is done Buddha images in Buddhism, and a mixture of paying respect to Buddha
images in Buddhism and to Hindu gods in Hinduism and paying respect to Hindu
gods in Hinduism. Ritual symbols used were the same oblations and offerings as used
in Hinduism’s rituals prepared by each shrine. People adopted the meaning of these
offerings from Brahmans, Ganesha gurus, or books. However, some people could not

explain the meaning,.

Keywords: Ganesha, Beliefs, Rites, Shrine
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