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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were : (1) to study the roles of the abbots in promotion
of non- formal education activities on three components, namely, provision of basic education,
provision of information, and vocational skills development; (2) to study the relationships of the
abbot’s roles with the following variables: location of the temple, income per year of the temple,
type of the temple, number of monks in the templc, years of ordination, years of abbotship, other
positions of the abbot, general education level, Buddhist education level, training on
Prathammathut Course and/or other non — formal education courses, and the coordination with
nen — formal education center officials; and (3) to study problems, obstacles, and
recommendations from the abbots regarding promotion of non — formal education activities.

The sample comprised 144 abbots in Phetchaburi province .Research instrument for
data collection was a questionnaire developed by the researcher, with reliability of 0.795.
Statistics used in analyzing the data were the frequency, percentage , mean, and Phi correlation
coefficient.

Conclusions of research findings were as follows: (1) The abbots in Phechaburi
province had promotion role at the highest level on the following activities: provision of Dhama
education; dissemination of information on health; guidance; and provision of training on arts for
monks and people. (2) Four of 11 variables were found to have high relationship with the abbot’s
roles in promotion of non — formal education activities, namely, location of the temple, type of
the temple, Dhama qualification of monks, and the number of monks in the temple. (3) The main
problems and obstacles for the abbot’s promotion of non — formal education activities were the
lack of qualified staff, lack of budget and equipment, and inadequate support from concerned

organizations.

Keywords : Abbot’s role, Activities, Non — formal education.
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