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A Case Study of Jui Tui Tao Bo Keang Chinese Temple
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to (1) explain the history and the purposes
of the vegetarian custom of the Hokkien Chinese ancestors in Phuket; (2) study the
continuous practice of the vegetarian custom of the Thai-Chinese in Phuket; and (3)
identify the changes in the vegetarian custom using the recognized Jui Tui Tao Bo
Keang Chinese Temple as a case study.

This qualitative research employed four approaches to collect data-
document studies, in-depth interviews, focus group interviews, and participatory
observations using a device to record the data. There were 26 key informants who
were experts that were knowledgeable of the custom rituals, elders, the Chinese
Temple’s boards, the custom’s committee, and the entranced devotees known as “Ma
Song.”

Results from the study showed that: The Phuket Vegetarian Custom is held
from the first to the ninth day during the ninth lunar month of the Chinese calendar.
The custom was first held by the Hokkien Chinese in Phuket in 1829 continued until
1902. “Angyee,” a Chinese secret society in Phuket, customized the rituals of the
Teochew Chinese opera group, who performed at that time, and used them to
commemorate the Ming Dynasty as well as to communicate their Chinese civilization,
and in order to form a united Chinese immigrant society. Following religious beliefs,
the Hokkien Chinese worshipped “Kew Ong Tai Tay,” the Han Chinese deity and
God of the Stars, at the Tao Bo Keang Chinese Temple, which was specifically
established to serve this belief. The Thai-Chinese in Phuket have continuously
practiced the vegetarian custom as an obligation and societal process by following the
custom principles of purity of mind and body. The custom at the Tao Bo Keang
Chinese Temple was developed by the custom committee to encourage the practice of
rituals respecting religious beliefs. The custom arrangements have changed reflecting
the changes in people’s thoughts and beliefs as time passes. The new phenomenon at
Jui Tui Tao Bo Keang Chinese Temple was that the structure changed of its
organization and rituals changed to allow the added participation of a large amount of
people with public and local administrative organizational support and guidance. The
decisions of the community and the leaders of the Chinese temple were the most
important factor influencing the direction of the change. The community should be
encouraged to appreciate the value of mind and health which are received from the
vegetarian custom, not just the miracle power. Also, well-balanced changes should be
created to serve the trend of globalization.

Keywords: Vegetarian Custom, Thai-Chinese People, Phuket
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