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Thesis title: ~ Changing Way of Life of Catholic Thai — Vietnamese in Thailand:
A Case Study of the “Yuan” Village, Ongkarak District, Nakhon Nayok
Province
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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study (1) the background of the settlement of the
Catholic Thai-Vietnamese community in the Ongkarak district; (2) both internal and external factors
affecting the change of the way of life of community; (3) the community’s present economic, social and
cultural way of life.

The research instruments were the observation-- both participation and non participation
and the interview. The sample group were the community leaders, scholars and people concerned.

Research findings revealed the following: first, the Catholic Vietnamese community had
lived in the Baan Yuan, Samsaen community before they moved to the Ongkarak district in 2446 B.E.
During the early period, they engaged in farming, fishing and mat weaving. After one hundred years,
the way of life changed in every aspect. Second, two factors caused the change of the way of life. The
internal factor was that the new generation did not speak the Vietnamese language, including their
exposure to Thai society and environment such as attending Thai school, speaking the Thai language,
and practicing the Thai culture. This also included the decline of the number of elder Vietnamese
generation. The external factor concerned the economic, social and cultural environment. The
development led to both positive and negative consequences to the community. Examples of positive
consequences can be seen in the public utilities, health care, local administration communication and
infrastructure. The negative consequences led to the people having values in materialism. Third, the way
of life of the Thai-Vietnamese in the Ongkarak district has changed tremendously in all aspects along

the line of the present situation of Thai culture and society.

Keywords: Changing Way of life, Catholic Thai — Vietnamese in Thailand, Catholic Church
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